Antibiotic prophylaxis in interventional radiology--anything new?
Every interventional procedure can result in infective complications. Generally the incidence is low; however, with newer and more aggressive techniques the infection risk is more prevalent and can result in serious adverse outcomes to our patients. Antibiotic prophylaxis has become commonplace; however, there is little controlled data to underpin our regimens and most choices are based on surgical practice and anecdotal evidence. The rise of antibiotic resistance and treatment of many immunocompromised patients further compounds the difficulties faced. The purpose of this article was to examine the evidence that is presented regarding antibiotic prophylaxis in interventional radiology and highlight how we integrate this into our daily practice. In particular we will focus on evolving procedures and techniques that are associated with a high incidence of infection.